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Gen. 2 Barrier-Free Design Requirements for all Ramps 
 
Background 
During the second meeting of the 2005-2010 JTG, members noted that landings for barrier-free ramps 
must meet specific dimensions. Members asked that advice be sought from the CCBFC to provide 
direction on the question of whether a ramp, when provided, should accommodate wheelchair users. 

Discussion 
Requirements for ramps in barrier-free design (Section 3.8.) differ from requirements in Part 3 and 9. 

 

Requirements Barrier-Free Path of 
Travel Part 3 Part 9 

Width 870 mm Clear Width 
3.8.3.4.(1)(a) 

1100 mm 
Minimum Width   
3.4.3.2.(8) 

• 870 mm minimum 
Clear Width 

• 860 mm minimum 
Width in single 
dwelling units or 
house with 
secondary suite 

9.8.5.2. 

Slope 1 in 12          
3.8.3.4.(1)(b) 

1 in 6 to 1 in 10 
3.3.1.14. and 

3.4.6.7. 

1 in 6 to 1 in 10 
9.8.5.4. 

Landing 1200 mm to 1500mm 
3.8.3.4.(1)(c) and (d) No requirements 

1100 mm long and the 
clear width of the 
ramp 9.8.6.3.(1) 

The NBC states where barrier-free design requirements apply. 
3.8.2.1. Areas Requiring a Barrier-Free Path of Travel 

1) Except as permitted by Sentence (2), a barrier-free path of travel from the entrances required by 
Sentences 3.8.1.2.(1) and (2) to be barrier-free shall be provided throughout the entrance storey and within all 
other normally occupied floor areas served by a passenger elevator, escalator, inclined moving walk, or other 
platform-equipped passenger-elevating device. 

Beyond those areas designated as the “barrier-free path of travel”, for instance a second floor in a building 
without elevators, the code minimum requirements application statements are clear that there is no need 
for a ramp to be designed to accommodate wheelchair users. (The NBC is a minimum standard) 

Desired Outcome 
Provide guidance on this issue 

Assign this issue to a Sub-Group  
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